
ENC 3373  
CB1 301, T-Th: 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 
 

In this course, we will study the diverse cultural 
production of and cultural forces impacting the rhetoric 
and rhetorical practices of individuals and communities. 
Emphasizing difference in thought and experience in 
society, this course will explore how people and 
communities negotiate and move through various 
contexts and sites (work, home, bars, skate parks, barber 
shops, facebook, etc) in order to construct identity or 
make meaning in relation to place or space. 
 After reviewing more general cultural and 
rhetorical theory, you will learn how to better excavate 
your own cultural rhetorical practices, and how they shift 
in relationship to and with places and spaces. We will 
focus on discussions and concerns within writing and 
rhetoric studies as they intersect with or are affected by 
social spheres and everyday practices.  
 An important aspect of CR work is listening; 
therefore, rhetorical listening will be an aspect of all our 
assignments and discussions. 
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Office Hours: T TR 1-3 
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1

• Julie Lindquist, A Place To Stand: Politics and Persuasion in a Working Class Bar  
ISBN: 978-0195140385 
 

§ Rigoberta Menchu, I, Rigoberta Menchu, An Indian Woman in Guatemala ISBN: 
978-184467418 

 
§ Dylan Miner, Creating Aztlan: Indigenous Sovereignty, and Lowriding Across Turtle 

Island ISBN: 978-0-81653003-8 
 

§ Jennie Edbauer, “Unframing Models of Public Distribution: From Rhetorical Situation 
to Rhetorical Ecologies” 

 
§ Margaret Price, “Listening to the Subject of Mental Disability” 

 
§ Garrett Nichols, “Quiet Country Closet” 

 
§ Estrella Torrez, “Construyendo Comunidad” 

 
§ Aja Martinez, “Counterstory As Allegory” 

 
§ Cruz Medina, “Nuestros Refranes” 

 
§ Nedra Reynolds, “Ethos as Location”  

 
§ Paulo Freire, “The Banking Concept of Knowledge” 

 
§ Krista Ratcliffe, “Rhetorical Listening” 

 
§ “Octalog III” 

 
§ Articles provided via webcourses 

 

Tentative List: 
Texts & 

Materials 
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ACESSABILITY & ACCOMMODATIONS 
No two people learn exactly the same way. If you find 
that the materials are difficult for you to absorb, don’t 
assume right away that you don’t understand the 
material! Perhaps you prefer to process information 
through speaking or listening, but all I am providing are 
written handouts, making it difficult for you to process. 

Disabilities are visible and invisible, documented and 
undocumented: I do not distinguish between these 
designations. If you have a disability, or think you may 
have a disability, I encourage you to speak with me as 
soon as you can about your learning needs and how I 
can best accommodate them. 

The University of Central Florida is committed to 
providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. Students who need accommodations 
must be registered with Student Disability Services, 
Ferrell Commons Room 185, phone (407) 823-2371, 
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823- 2116. 

You may contact DS without notifying me if you wish; 
you may also speak with me without contacting DS at 
all. I do not require documentation for accessibility in 
my classroom. 

 

COURSE GOALS  
This is not a lecture-based course. You will be required 
to engage in fruitful discussion and/or participation of 
some sort as we work through daily tasks and projects. 
But, remember that “participation” can be understood 
in various ways:  

  

Course 
Policies  

 

OBJECTIVES 
This course is particularly 
invested in helping you to 
navigate and understand 
power relations as they impact 
language and literate and 
rhetorical activity. 

As such, we will accomplish the 
following objectives: 

 
• Gain familiarity with & 

practice using rhetorical 
and cultural theories 

• Recognize how power 
operates at a systemic level 
and evaluate it’s effect on 
rhetorical and cultural 
practices  

• Demonstrate an ability to 
use rhetorical listening as a 
method 

• Comprehend how 
differences in culture affect 
negotiations of literate and 
rhetorical activity 

• Identify your own rhetorical 
genealogies  

 
 
 

Photo By Erika Strandjord 
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GRADING SCALE 
A      94-100   A-    90-93 
B+    87-89   B      84-86 
B-     80-83   C+   77-79 
C      74-76   C-    70-73 
 

 
 
 
 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
Students must follow UCF standards for personal and 
academic conduct as outlined in The Golden Rule. As 
a matter of common courtesy, please come to class 
on time and prepared. More importantly, proper 
classroom conduct also entails creating a positive 
learning experience for all students, regardless of race, 
sex, religion, sexual orientation, social class, or any 
other feature of personal identification; therefore, 
sexist, racist, prejudicial, homophobic, or other 
derogatory remarks will not be tolerated. 
 

LATE/MAKEUP WORK 
Late work will only be accepted in extreme cases, and 
should be approved in advance. If you will be absent 
from class on the day an assignment is due, you will 
need to find a way to get your assignment to me by 
the time class begins or ahead of time. If you need 
accommodation for any assignment, however, do not 
hesitate to come and talk with me. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, 
PLAGIARISM, CHEATING 
All work submitted for this course must be your 
own and must be written exclusively for this 
course. Any sources consulted for your writing 
must be properly documented. “Rewriting,” in 
which a student consults a source, changes a 
few words, and presents the ideas as his/her 
own, is plagiarism. Plagiarism and cheating of 
any kind on an assignment will result in an “F” 
for that assignment and may also lead to an 
“F” for the entire course. In addition, 
plagiarism and cheating subjects a student to 
referral to the Office of Student Conduct for 
further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for 
further information: 
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/ 

I will also adhere to the highest standards of 
academic integrity, so please do not expect 
me to change your grade illegitimately or to 
bend or break rules for one person that will not 
apply to everyone. 
 

 
 

 

 

Course 
Policies  
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Class  
Participation 

2

*CLASS PARTICIPATION (30%) 
Participation in this course is probably going to mean 
something a little different than it does for most of your 
other courses. You will be evaluated on the ways in 
which you participate in adding to the collaborative 
knowledge that we will be producing each day. You can 
do this in a number of ways:  

. Participate in class discussion  

. Encourage or provide space/avenues for your peers to 
contribute to class discussion  

. Volunteering/sharing notes on class  discussion with the 
rest of us  

. Bringing in useful technologies or news to help foster 
discussion 

. Participating in in- class writing prompts 

. Any other way that you believe you are able to 
contribute* 

*You must come to class prepared to write with some 
form of technology and with the day’s readings (either in 
hand or downloaded). You can check out laptops and 
ipads from the library. Be sure to come see me about 
ways to access technology and/or about you can 
participate. Homework assignments also fall under this 
category.  
 

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCE 
Attendance is crucial to your performance in this course, 
and this includes your commitment to getting to class on 
time. After five absences, you will lose two points for each 
absence. 
 

FINANCIAL AID ASSIGNMENT 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to 
document students' academic activity at the beginning 
of each course. In order to document that you began 
this course, you must complete the syllabus quiz by the 
end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible 
after adding the course, but no later than August 27. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement 
of your financial aid. 
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Major 
Projects 

MAPPING PROJECT 40% 
The mapping project serves as a project for “thinking by 
doing.” It is a process-based way for you to think about 
how your cultural practices are connected to place or 
space.  
 
There will be three different parts to this assignment that 
you will complete during class activities. Your final project 
will be due at the end of the semester, but you will do 
parts of it throughout the span of the course.  
 

1. Descriptions of places you frequent (from journal) 
2. A (re)mapping of the places you inhabit (using 

google maps or another tool or technique) 
3. A rhetorical analysis of the making of the map 

 
You will produce one map with 5 descriptions of places 
you frequent that show how cultural practices help to 
construct it as a space. Your final analysis will show how 
the map makes an argument about the power structures 
that influence your “habits of dwelling.” See more details 
on the project sheet. 
 

CONCEPT JOURNAL 10% 
A journal with important concepts or ideas that come out 
of the readings. 
 

MIDTERM 20% 
The midterm for this course will be a take home essay 
that will allow you to explore and use some of the 
concepts we have been discussing in class. I will have 
you choose two of three questions to answer, and you 
will be free to contact me for help if need be.  
 
SYLLABUS QUIZ 
The quiz will be available on Webcourses starting 
Thursday (in case anyone misses the first day). Remember 
that Failure to complete the quiz will result in a delay in 
the disbursement of your financial aid. 
 
 *SYLLABUS QUIZ DUE AUGUST 27 BY 5 PM ON 
WEBCOURSES 
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WEEK 1:  INTRODUCTIONS, COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

*Remember that after the first week of class, readings are due before class, and you must 
bring the reading material with you.  

§ Tuesday,	  8/19:	  Intros	  and	  Syllabus	  review	  
§ Thursday,	  8/21:	  Reading:	  Freire,	  “The	  Banking	  Concept	  of	  Knowledge”	  

	  

WEEK 2: LISTENING 

§ Tuesday,	  8/26:	  Reading:	  Krista	  Ratcliffe	  “Rhetorical	  Listening”	  
§ Wednesday	  8/27:	  FINANCIAL	  AID	  SYLLABUS	  QUIZ	  DUE	  
§ Thursday,	  8/28:	  Reading:	  Margaret	  Price,	  “Listening	  to	  the	  Subject	  of	  Mental	  

Disability”	  
	  

WEEK 3: WHAT IS/ARE RHETORIC/S? 

§ Tuesday	  9/2:	  Reading:	  Haas,	  et	  al.,	  “Rhetoric”;	  “Octalog	  III”	  
§ Thursday,	  9/3:	  Reading:	  Victor	  Villanueva	  “On	  the	  Rhetoric	  and	  Precedents	  of	  Racism;”	  

Bizzell	  &	  Herzberg,	  “Classical	  Rhetorical	  Tradition”	  

WEEK 4: RHETORICS OF SPACE & IDENTITY   

§ Tuesday,	  9/9:	  Reading:	  Nedra	  Reynolds,	  “Ethos	  as	  Location”	  
o In	  Class:	  Mapping	  Project	  Activity	  

§ Thursday,	  9/11:	  Reading:	  Jenny	  Edbauer,	  “Rhetorical	  Ecologies”	  
o DUE:	  Journal	  Entries	  

	  

WEEK 5: RHETORICS IN A WORKING CLASS BAR 
 

§ Tuesday	  9/16:	  Reading:	  Place	  to	  Stand,	  3-‐39;	  Aristotle’s	  Rhetoric	  Chapters	  1-‐4	  
(http://rhetoric.eserver.org/aristotle/oneindex.html	  )	  	  Remember	  to	  click	  on	  the	  
Chapters	  to	  expand	  the	  text)	  

§ Thursday,	  9/18:	  Reading:	  Place	  to	  Stand	  40-‐72	  
	  

 

Tentative 
Schedule 
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WEEK 6:  RHETORICS IN A WORKING CLASS BAR 

§ Tuesday,	  9/23:	  A	  Place	  to	  Stand	  73-‐118;	  Cicero,	  “From	  Orator”	  	  
§ Thursday,	  9/25:	  A	  Place	  to	  Stand	  119-‐178	  

 

WEEK 7:  STORIES OF WORKING CLASS RHETORICS 
§ Tuesday,	  9/30:	  I,	  Rigoberta	  Menchu	  	  1-‐31	  	  
§ Thursday,	  10/2:	  Dorothy	  Allison,	  “Mean	  Stories	  and	  Stubborn	  Girls”	  

 

WEEK 8: SPACE/PLACE, PRAXIS  AND NEW MEDIA 

§ Tuesday,	  10/7:	  MIDTERM	  DUE	  
§ Thursday,	  10/9:	  	  Alexander	  &	  Rhodes,	  “On	  Multimodality	  &	  New	  Media”	  

o DUE:	  Journal	  Entries	  
	  

WEEK 9: SPACE/PLACE, PRAXIS AND NEW MEDIA 

§ Tuesday,	  10/14:	  Alexander	  &	  Rhodes,	  “Prosumerism,	  Photo	  Manipulation,	  and	  Queer	  
Spectacle”	  

§ Thursday,	  10/15:	  Garrett	  Nichols,	  “The	  Quiet	  Country	  Closet”:	  
http://www.presenttensejournal.org/volume-‐3/the-‐quiet-‐country-‐closet/	  

o Guest	  Workshop:	  Yumani	  Davis	  
	  

WEEK 10: INDIGENOUS (SPATIAL) RHETORICS  
§ Tuesday,	  10/21:	  Anzaldúa	  “How	  to	  Tame	  a	  Wild	  Tongue”;	  I,	  Rigoberta	  37-‐49	  
§ Thursday,	  10/23:	  I,	  Rigoberta	  	  49-‐69;	  Hiller	  &	  Vela,	  “I	  am	  Maya”	  	  (*YAYA)	  

 

WEEK 11: INDIGENOUS (SPATIAL) RHETORICS  
§ Tuesday,	  10/28:	  I,	  Rigoberta	  93-‐103;	  Estrella	  Torrez;	  “Construyendo	  Communidad”	  

o Potential	  Guest	  Speaker:	  Torrez	  
§ Thursday,	  10/30:	  Malea	  Powell,	  “Stories	  Take	  Place”	  

o DUE:	  Journal	  Entries	  
	  

WEEK 12: RHETORICS IN/OF COMMUNITIES 
§ Tuesday,	  11/4:	  Kendall	  Leon,	  “Hermandad”	  
§ Thursday,	  11/6:	  Miner,	  Creating	  Aztlan	  Ch.	  1	  

Tentative 
Schedule 
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WEEK 13:  CHICAN@ RHETORICS IN AZTLAN 

§ Tuesday,	  11/11:	  VETERAN’S	  DAY,	  NO	  CLASS	  	  
§ Thursday,	  11/13:	  Miner,	  Creating	  Aztlan	  Ch.	  2-‐3	  

o Potential	  Guest	  Speaker:	  Miner	  
 

WEEK 14:  CHICAN@ RHETORICS IN AZTLAN 

§ Tuesday,	  11/18:	  Miner,	  Creating	  Aztlan	  Ch.	  3-‐4	  
§ Thursday,	  11/20:	  Cruz	  Medina,	  “Nuestros	  Refranes”	  &	  Aja	  Martinez,	  “Counter	  Story	  as	  

Allegory”:	  http://wac.colostate.edu/atd/race/martinez.cfm	  
o Potential	  Guests:	  Medina	  and	  Martinez	  

 

WEEK 15: CHICAN@ RHETORICS IN AZTLAN 

§ Tuesday,	  11/25:	  last	  class	  day	  Miner,	  Creating	  Aztlan	  Ch.	  5-‐6	  
§ Thursday,	  11/27:	  THANKSGIVING	  HOLIDAY	  11/27-‐11/29	  	  

	  
	  
FINAL:	  DEC.	  4	  	  7:00	  A.M.-‐	  9:50	  A.M.	  
	  

Tentative 
Schedule 


