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Major Due Dates:
[

]

COURSE FACILITATION

10/24

ABSTRACT/PROPOSAL

11/28

(RHETORICAL)
MAKING
/PERFORMANCE

12/5

CONFERENCE LENGTH
PAPER PRESENTATION

Course Description
This course will examine the ways in which rhetoric has been
taught, theorized, and debated in different moments. Rather than
assuming a singular, static, linear and monolithic history of
rhetoric, we will instead consider and listen to multiple,
conflicting histories of rhetorics.
In order to do this, we will enter into a continuing debate about
what rhetoric is, what it can do, and what it’s civic role or
potential is. Because the very nature of rhetoric is contested, we
will think methodologically and theoretically about the
construction and function of rhetorical traditions. We will look to
practices, performances, and other sites of rhetorical production
that are not readily textualized alongside writings and other
textual productions. We will also practice these non-textbased
traditions alongside those typically associated with the Western
cannon.

Instructor Information
Name:
Office Hours:
Office Location:
Website:

Gabriela R. Ríos
T/TR: 8:00-12:00 p.m., and/or by appointment
Colbourn Hall, 307 E
gabrielaraquelrios.com
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Course Assignments
Weekly Invention Papers
Use these papers to respond to and engage the texts/materials we will be discussing in the course. Ideally, these
can serve as a starting ground or foundation for a larger project. These critical response writings should
explore areas that interest you and allow you to synthesize the day’s readings with your own interests rather
than merely summarizing them. You will compose 10 papers, (you can miss 2 weeks with no penalty).
Responses are due by 12 noon every Tuesday.
Course Facilitation
You will be responsible for leading discussion in one week of the course. As you facilitate, be sure to provide
context for the readings and peoples we discuss that week (cultural/historical/social/political) as well as a set
of questions. Additionally, you need to provide some sort of visual aid (presentation software, handout, etc).
(Rhetorical) Making/Performance
Some rhetorical traditions are not founded upon alphabetic text, but are instead performative or made. For this
assignment, you will perform or make something relating to a performed or made rhetorical tradition from
our readings. This project can relate to or be a component of your conference-length project if you like. You
will present or perform your project to the class.
Conference-Length Proposal, Project, and Presentation
For this assignment you will create a proposal (1 pg. single-spaced) and a conference-length paper (8 pgs.
double-spaced) that you will present during our final. I will open our presentation to the public so that you
can share your work and gain feedback.

Required Texts
!

!

The Rhetorical Tradition:
Readings from Classical
Times to the Present.
Patricia Bizzell and Bruce
Herzberg, 2nd edition,
ISBN-10: 0312148399
Digital Griots: African
American Rhetoric in a
Multimedia Age. Adam
Banks, 2011,ISBN-10:

978-0-292-72140-1

0809330202
!

Stories in Red and Black:
Pictorial Histories of the
Aztec and Mixtec. Elizabeth
Hill Boone, ISBN-10:
0292719892

!

Bodily Arts: Rhetoric and
Athletics in Ancient Greece.
Debra Hawhee, 2004, ISBN-

!

The Black Athena: The
Afroasiatic Roots of
Classical Civilization
(Volume 1). Martin Bernal,
ISBN-10: 0813512778

*Additional readings available in
PDF form
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Course Policies and
Goals
Throughout the course you will be encouraged to use
some kind of framework to develop your own
argument for what rhetoric is and what tradition is and
how these categories are constructed. These are ideas
and questions that we will continually interrogate in
each of our class discussions, and they are questions
that will help you orient yourself to the discipline.

Class Participation (15%)
Because this is a class in which
we all learn from each other
and discuss difficult concepts,
your attendance and
engagement in class are
important.
This seminar will be mostly
discussion, close reading, and
practice with the ideas,
theories, and concepts we
encounter. Therefore, it is
critical that you come to class
prepared for discussion and
that you actively participate in
the class. Regular, timely
attendance is important to
your learning since we only
meet once a week.
Excused absences may be
provided for religious holidays
and university sponsored
events; otherwise, you will be
expected to be in class.
Late/Makeup Work
Late work will only be
accepted in extreme cases, and
should be approved in
advance. If you will be absent
from class on the day an

assignment is due, you will
need to find a way to get your
assignment to me by the time
class begins or ahead of time.
Gordon Rule
This course is a Gordon Rule
course. It contains 6000 words
of evaluated writing as
required by the English
Department. Assignments
which fulfill the Gordon Rule
are indicated with an asterisk.
Classroom Behavior
Proper classroom behavior is
expected at all times. Students
must follow UCF standards
for personal and academic
conduct as outlined in The
Golden Rule.
As a matter of common
courtesy, please arrive on
time prepared to stay for the
entire class, and do not
engage in side conversations
during critical discussions.
More importantly, proper
classroom conduct also entails
creating a positive learning
experience for all students,
regardless of sex, race,
religion, sexual orientation,

social class, or any other
feature of personal
identification;
therefore, sexist, racist,
prejudicial, homophobic, or
other derogatory remarks will
not be tolerated.

Course Goals
!

!

!

!
!

Analyze rhetoric
histories & theories, in
order to reflect on the
methodologies,
purposes, and
assumptions that
construct them
Become familiar with
common vocabulary,
themes, entry points
into the
history/construction of
rhetorics
Articulate the
complexity of rhetoric as
a force in knowledge
making
Design and construct
research and pedagogy
Develop your own
framework
for/orientation to
rhetorical traditions
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Continued
Academic Integrity,
Plagiarism and Cheating
All work submitted for this
course must be your own and

must be written exclusively for
this course. Any sources
consulted for your writing
must be properly documented.
“Rewriting,” in which a
student consults a source,
changes a few words, and
presents the ideas as his/her
own, is plagiarism. Plagiarism
and cheating of any kind on an
assignment will result in an
“F” for that assignment and
may also lead to an “F” for the
entire course. In addition,
plagiarism and cheating
subjects a student to referral to
the Office of Student Conduct
for further action. See the UCF
Golden Rule for further
information:
http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.ed
u/
I will also adhere to the highest

standards of academic
integrity, so please do not
expect me to change your
grade illegitimately or to bend
or break rules for one person
that will not apply to
everyone.
Grading Scale

A
B+
BC
D+
F

94-100 A87-89 B
80-83 C+
74-76 C67-69 D59 & below

90-93
84-86
77-79
70-73
60-63

If You Find Yourself
Struggling
Don’t trip! " Seriously, before
you decide that your life is
over and you no longer want
to be in grad school, come and
see me. We can talk through
concepts, brainstorm strategies
for reading, writing, and
managing course workload.
Additionally, please take
advantage of the several

campus resources available to
you, such as University Writing
Center.
Please use each other! The
relationships you form with your
colleagues in graduate school are
some of the most fruitful and
lasting friendships you will
form. Your colleagues are also
truly your best resources, so I
encourage you to form working
groups and to work together
outside of class.
Useful Journals
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Rhetoric Review
Rhetoric Society Quarterly
Philosophy and Rhetoric
Quarterly Journal of Speech
College English
Present Tense (online)
Enculturation (online)
Kairos (online)
College Composition and
Communication
Many more!

Accommodations and Learning: Disability Statement
No two people learn exactly
the same way. If you find that
the materials are difficult for
you to absorb, don’t assume
right away that you don’t
understand the material!
Consider your learning style –
perhaps you prefer to process
information through speaking
or listening, but all I am
providing are written
handouts, making it difficult
for you to process.
Disabilities are visible and

invisible, documented and
undocumented: I do not
distinguish between these
designations. If you have a
disability, or think you may
have a disability, I encourage
you to speak with me as soon as
you can about your individual
learning needs and how I can
best accommodate them.
The University of Central Florida
is committed to providing
reasonable accommodations for all
persons with disabilities. Students

who need accommodations must be
registered with Student Disability
Services, Ferrell Commons Room
185, phone (407) 823-2371,
TTY/TDD only phone (407) 8232116.
You may contact DS without
notifying me if you wish to keep
your disability confidential; you
may also speak with me without
contacting DS at all. I do not
require documentation for
accessibility in my classroom.
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TENTATIVE DAILY SCHEDULE
Date
Week 1: Tues/Thurs 8/20-22

Week 2: Tues/Thurs 8/27-29

Week 3: Tues/Thurs 9/3-5
Week 4: Tues/Thurs 9/10-12

Week 5: Tues/Thurs 9/17-19

Week 6: Tues/Thurs 9/24-26
Week 7: Tues/Thurs 10/1-3
Week 8: Tues/Thurs 10/8-10

Week 9: Tues/Thurs 10/15-17

Week 10: Tues/Thurs 10/22-24

Week 11: Tues/Thurs 10/29-31

Week 12: Tues/Thurs 11/5-7
Week 13: Tues/Thurs 11/12-14

Readings

Activities/Due

IN CLASS: Octologs I, II, & III
Victor Villanueva, “Precedents of Racism”
De Certeau Writing of History, 1-55 pdf
Foucault Archealogy of Knowledge 3-30 pdf
Athena xii-120
RT 1-64, 67-86
Reb & Black Chap. 1
Athena 121-160
Red and Black Chap. 2
Franny Howes, “Imagining a Multiplicity of
Visual Rhetorical Traditions:
Comics Lessons from
Rhetoric Histories”
Red and Black Chap. 3&4
RT 283-343 (Cicero)
Griots Chap. 1
RT 138-242 (Phaedrus/Theory of Rhetoric)
RT 1471-1490 (Derrida “Sign, Signature”)
Griots Chap. 3
RT 736-760, 780-788
Athena 189-223
Griots Chap. 4
Jay Dolmage, “Metis Mêtis, Mestiza, Medusa:
Rhetorical Bodies Across
Rhetorical Tradition”
Malea Powell, “Dreaming Charles Eastman:
Cultural Memory,
Autobiography, and
Geography in Indigenious
Rhetorical Histories”
Bodily
Arts Chap. 2
RT
431-454,
Powell, “Listening to Ghosts: an
Alternative (non)argument”
Angela Haas, “Wampum as Hyptertext: An
American Indian Intellectual
Tradition of Multimedia
Theory and Practice”
RT 1210-1245 (Bahktin)
Bodily Arts Chap. 3
RT 1460-1470 (Foucault “Order”)
Bodily Arts Chap. 4

Week 14: Tues/Thurs 11/19-21

Bodily Arts Chaps. 5-7

Week 15: Tues/Thurs 11/26-28

Makings/Performances Due

FINAL: THURS 12/5
4:00-6:50 PM

Conference Presentations

Response
Response
Response
Response

Response
Response
Response
Response

*Proposals Due
Response

Response

Response
Response

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY *
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